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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview and 
email with John D. Henkhaus on 3/7/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 
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56. (currently amended) A method for improving communication among a plurality of parties 
providing distribution services, over a network, for content that is cached at a plurality of 
locations, comprising: 

a cooperative organization allowing a content publisher to monitor access to content provided 
by the content publisher, wherein the content resides in distributed caches not controlled by 
the content publisher, by 

providin g, via a cooperative gateway server managed by the cooperative 
organization, to each content publisher of a plurality of content publishers, 
respective activity records having information about each respective 
request for access to the cached content provided by that content 
publisher, wherein the information is collected and aggregated [[by]] at 
the cooperative [[organization]] gateway server according to which 
content publisher provided the content associated with the information; 
wherein the information is received at respective gateways to respective 
network access provider networks; 

wherein the information is received at said respective gateways from 
corresponding servers that serve the content from different locations on 
the network; and 

wherein members of the cooperative organization include (a) a telecommunications carrier, 
(b) a distribution network owner that caches content at locations distributed across the 
network for serving to requestors, and (c) a hosting provider that hosts content for one or 
more of the plurality of content publishers. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent Claims 17, 48 and 56 (renumbered to claims 1, 14 and 16) among other 
things teach the limitations "in response to requests from a first and second network access 
providers for particular content server from server caches at different locations, creating activity 
records corresponding to the requests; sending sets of the activity records to a gateway, the 
gateway receives the sets of activity records containing statistics about requests for content 
residing in the distributed caches from the first and second network access providers and 
forwards the sets of activity records to a cooperative gateway server managed by a cooperative 
of the network service providers, wherein the cooperative of network service providers 
comprises (a) network access providers, (b) distribution network owners associated with the first 
and second servers, and (c) content hosting providers associated with content publishers; the 
cooperative gateway server collating the set of activity records based on which content publisher 
provided the content associated with each record; forwarding the collated activity records to 
respective content hosting providers associated with respective content publishers; and providing 
to each of a plurality of content publishers whose content is distributed in the various caches, 
statistics based on activity records so that the content publishers can monitor the overall number 
of access to their respective content regardless of the content cache location" in a network 
computing environment for managing distributed content caches. The further dependent claims 
claim creating an activity log comprising statistics corresponding only to content provided by 
specific content publisher of the plurality of content publishers and demographic and geographic 
information. 
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The prior art does not teach the cited limitation. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

CORRESPONDANCE INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number 571-272-3982. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular 
communications and after final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the examiner whose telephone number is 571-272-3982. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 
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